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Former Pollner prof and PBS editor
will join faculty this fall semester
Three years after she first came to
the School of Journalism from Berlin
as a T. Anthony Pollner Distinguished
Professor,
Henriette
Ldwisch is back
to stay.
Ldwisch will
join the faculty
as an associate
professor
starting fall
semester 2009.
She will also
Henriette Ldwisch
direct the
school’s graduate program. Ldwisch said
she felt privileged to become a perma
nent part of the J-School.
“What you have in Missoula is one
of the finest journalism schools in the
country,” she said. “Great tradition, great
foundation, plus an absolute openness
to innovation. That’s a rare combination
and I’m truly honored to join the cause."
But it’s not just the J-School’s reputa
tion that lures her back. “It’s the air. And
the people who think in it,” Ldwisch said.
Ldwisch credits her experience as
the 2006 visiting Pollner professor for
fueling her desire to teach.
“The Pollner professorship was

See Lowisch, page 2
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Lee Banville, editor-in-chief of PBS
Online NewsHour, will join the jour
nalism faculty in the fall as an assistant
professor.
Banville, a
graduate of
the College of
William and
Mary, has
been with PBS
NewsHour in
Washington,
D.C., for 14
years.
Lee Banville
Banville will
be a key player in the school’s curriculum
revision discussion, one goal of which
is to more fully integrate the print and
broadcast programs. In an interview for
the school’s Web page, Banville said, “I
am coming straight out of an organiza
tion that is merging its broadcast and
Web operations and that gives me a
tremendous insight into the kind of
skills the merged newsrooms out there
are looking for in new reporters and
producers.”
He was motivated to teach by
recalling his early experiences at Online
Newhour. “As we were building the
Online NewsHour, it was shaped by new
journalists in their early 20s making it
up as we went along,” he said. “I think
my decision to move into the classroom
was rooted in those early days and a
desire to return to that work, developing
the skills young journalists are going to
use in the real newsrooms out there.”
Banville acknowledged that it’s a
tumultuous time in the news media,
but said that shouldn’t leave students
discouraged. “It is true that many
See Banville, page 2
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'Dear Mom' earns
top SPJ, BEA prize
The 2008 student documentary
“Dear Mom” won first place in television
in-depth reporting from the Society of
Professional Journalists, Best of Festival
from the Broadcast Education Associa
tion, and a bronze award from the New
York Festival of Film and Video.
Directed by Adam Winger and Jason
Hendrickson and produced by Amanda
Harris and Melanie Overcast, the film
examines the lives of four women in
state prison for crimes related to meth
use. It follows their struggle to get clean
and stay involved with their children.
Winger said a highlight of the film
featured how the children lived while
their mothers were incarcerated. One
woman had been separated from her
13-year old daughter for several years.
“This little girl was the most well-spoken
of anyone we talked to,” Winger said.
See Dear Mom, page 2

Ashleigh Ebert, Melanie Overcast and
Adam Winger pick up their team's BEA
first place award in Las Vegas last April
for "Dear Mom" — judged Best Student
Documentary and Best of Festival winner.
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Save the Date
We'd love to see you at these events
next year:

Aug. 7,5-8 p.m.: Opening recep
tion, "Capture the Moment: The
Pulitzer Prize Photographs." Paxson
and Meloy galleries and Gallery of
Visual Arts. Exhibition closes on Oct.
23. (See page 5.)

Aug. 26,7 p.m.: "The Moment of
Impact," documentary film that
chronicles six Pulitzer Prize images.
University Center Theater.

Sept. 3,8 p.m: President's Lecture
Series, opening talk by Michel
duCille, two-time Pulitzer winner
from The Washington Post. Mon
tana Theatre, PAR/TV Center.
Oct. 10: Homecoming Parade and
Game.

April 22,2010: Annual Dean Stone
Lecture.

April 23,2010: Dean Stone Awards
Banquet.

Lowisch

Banville

magical for me because it inspired a
conversation about journalism where
old questions were asked in a new way,”
she said. “Students contributed the
main ingredient to this potion. Their
open-mindedness, their devotion to the
profession and their knack for asking the
right questions were legendary. All I did
was let myself be inspired.”
Senior Sean Breslin said that students
admired Lowisch’s devotion to students
and diligence.
“She was constantly engaging with
students,” said Breslin. “And she always
pushed everyone to go further than they
thought they could — and they usually
did.”
Teaching also triggered Lowisch’s
interest in digital journalism, she said. “I
love the challenge and the opportunities
that come with reinventing journalism in
the digital age.”
Lowisch is currently the senior editor
of Agence France-Presse Germany.
Besides her expertise with international
media, Lowisch brings with her more
than 20 years of experience working as a
journalist in print and broadcast media.

veteran journalists have lost jobs,
newspapers have closed, but there is
an explosion of new opportunities for
young journalists with the technical
flexibility and passion for multimedia
storytelling,” he said. “I am not saying
it is a great market to enter into, but I
think the students coming out with a
mix of skills and a deep understanding
of how people look for news online
are really well-positioned to join this
workforce.”
He said reporters today can allow the
story to dictate the format. “If it’s a good
radio story, do it that way; if you need
the visuals, make it video. That creates
incredible creative freedom, but also a
need to develop the skills to tackle those
formats.”
Good reporting and writing are still
essential, he added.
Banville will continue a relationship
with Online NewsHour and will do
research that includes students in work
that will appear on the Web site.
Banville’s wife, Jule, is assistant
managing editor at Washington City
Paper. He said when they visited
Montana on vacation last summer they
both thought it would be an ideal place
to live.
“When we saw this position open, I
really looked into what is happening in
the journalism school and liked what I
saw," he said.
“To join a school with such a strong
history of practical journalism training
and education and a real commitment
to keeping their school current and
relevant, I jumped at the opportunity. To
be honest, I had not written a resume in
14 years, but I cannot tell you how happy
I am that I did.”

-Kayla Matzke
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'Dear Mom1
“You would think she was in her late
teens at least. She had been through a
lot. That was the most compelling for
me, that this little girl already has such a
wide view of the world.”
Adjunct Gita Saedi Kiely has taught
the documentary class for three years
and said the student work improves
every year. The success of “Dear Mom,”
she said, impacted both viewers and the
students who made the film.
Kiely co-teaches the class with
Associate Professor Denise Dowling,
providing students an opportunity to
produce a 60-minute documentary in
three and a half months. The documen
tary aired on MontanaPBS.
-Allyson Weller and Kelly Hanson

To view other J-School
publications online, go to:
• Native News Project
httpWnativenews.jour.umt.edu

• Montana Journalism Review
http://www.umt.edu/journalism/
mjr/mjr2008.htm
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• Henriette Lowisch, former editorin-chief of Agence France-Press
in Berlin, Germany, will be an
associate professor and direct
our masters program. You may
remember her as our Pollner
Professor in 2006-07.
• Lee Banville, editor-in-chief
of Online NewsHour on PBS
in Washington, D.C., will be
an assistant professor. He'll be
working to develop an ongoing
relationship between NewsHour
and UM.
• Chris Jones, writer at large for
Esquire magazine, is our Pollner
Professor for the fall semester.
He just won his second National
Magazine Award.

Pwr friend^

ere's one way to assure that
people will listen to you: Tell
them you're in journalism education. At
every event I've attended in the past
few months - whether it’s been related
to the University or simply a social
gathering - someone always asks: “So,
what do you tell prospective journalism
students these days about their future?”

H

My short answer: There's never been
a better time to study journalism.
Unfortunately, the master narrative
that our society seems to have accepted
is that newspapers and network news
shows are dying, that good journalism
is fading, and that the country is in
trouble as a result. As I've said this past
year to prospective students and their
parents, to audiences on campus and
beyond - it's time for another master
narrative, one that focuses as well on all
the innovative, exciting opportunities
for journalism in this digital age.

So, here are a few examples of what
gives me hope about journalism and
about the J-School as spring turns to
summer in 2009:

Ovr tfvdwrfo continue to compete
nationally in journalism contests. Their
talent and ability stand out when their
work is compared with that from other
top journalism programs. This issue
of Communique rounds up the latest
national and regional wins for our
students.

continue to be in
demand. Here's a sample of where
they're going this year as they leave UM:

• The Washington Post
• National Lampoon in Los Angeles
• The News Register in McMinnville,
Ore.
• WAMU Radio, Washington, D.C.
• The Skagit Valley Herald in
Washington state
• The American Embassy in Paris

Nells

■■■

Dean Peggy Kuhr
• The Associated Press, San Francisco
• Raytheon Polar Services in
McMurdo, Antarctica
• KPAX, KECI, the Missoulian, and
Barrett Productions in Missoula
• And to jobs in Bozeman; Eugene,
Ore.; Spokane, Wash, and beyond.

faoulb] continue to shine
in the classroom and in their own
journalistic work. Among faculty
achievements this past year:

• Associate Professor Denise
Dowling produced the live election
night coverage for MontanaPBS in
the primary and general elections.
• Adjunct professor Gita Saedi
Kiely and Professor Clem Work
premiered their documentary "Jailed for Their Words."
• Assistant Professor Nadia White
worked with Assistant Law
Professor Andrew King-Ries
to develop innovative online
coverage of the federal trial of W.R.
Grace executives for the Libby
operation.
New facx/lfh joining us in August
will bring fantastic experience to the
program:

hy study journalism? Though the
delivery methods are changing,
and companies still must figure out
how to pay for it all, the need for
news and information is greater than
ever. And Generation Y grads are in
demand because they do get news and
share it in different ways than previous
generations. Their expertise and
opinions are much more likely to be
sought out these days.

W

All the journalism alums I've spoken
with this past year - whether they're in
journalism, the law, business, the arts, or
politics - have this message they want
us to hear: What they learned from the
J-School gets put to use every day. In
this world of change, that's a constant
we can guarantee to students of the
future.

So, please join me in looking ahead
with excitement: We’re facing a new
year with changing curriculum that
matches changing technology, with an
outstanding faculty, and dedicated and

eager students. You can keep up with us
on our Web site at umt.edu/journalism.
And do keep in touch. We always want
to hear from you!
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W. R. Grace case

Journalism and law student team
deciphers trial legalese for public
UM journalism and law students
A challenge the students faced was
teamed up spring semester to provide
the gag order placed on the case partici
gavel-to-gavel coverage on the Web of
pants, meaning attorneys and others
the most extensive criminal environ
involved in the trial could not speak to
mental trial in U.S. history: U.S. vs. W.R.
the media.
Grace and Co.
“That’s made our collaboration with
The journalism students were part of
the law school all the more important,”
the Environmental Journalism course
White said.
taught by Assistant Professor Nadia
The students covered everything
White, while the law students’ work was
that happened in the courtroom. Eight
overseen by Assistant Professor Andrew
students were assigned to go to court
King-Ries of the UM Law School.
every day: one journalism student and
The students’ coverage of the fourone law student, for two-hour shifts.
month-long trial was posted on the
White and King-Ries also took shifts.
Grace Case Web site: blog.umt.edu/
Although the J-School and the Law
gracecase/.
School have worked together before
The Web site incorporated
on the Montana Innocence
Twitter for immediate courtroom
Project, for example, the level of
coverage, and Web postings for
cooperation between the under
legal analysis and stories on
graduate and graduate students
issues surrounding the trial. The
was unique, White said.
Grace Case Web site was linked
The law students focused
to by the AP; 40 newspapers,
on what the attorneys were
including the Los Angeles
attempting to show the jury
Times; legal blogs, such as the
Team leader White with their evidence. Journalism
McClatchy blog Suits and Sentences,
students covered the court proceedings.
environmental reporting blogs such as
The students used Twitter to provide
Cover the Planet; and several Wall Street
breaking news updates. Twitter users
Journal blogs.
can send a text message or post directly
The Grace case revolved around
to the Twitter Web site from a computer,
government allegations that W.R. Grace
but must keep the “tweet” to 140
executives knowingly endangered
characters or less.
the public by concealing information
Once the class started posting to
about the adverse health effects of the
the Web site, traffic to all blogs on the
company’s vermiculite mining opera
UM campus increased more than 1,200
tions. Hundreds of Libby residents died
percent, White said. The Grace Case
of illnesses thought to be caused by
Web site had about 8,000 unique visits,
exposure to tremolite asbestos associ
almost half of which were new, and more
ated with vermiculite that W.R. Grace
than 16,500 unique page views. When
mined.
court was not in session, traffic dropped
In May - on the last day of classes off significantly.
the jury found the defendants not guilty
"Most importantly for me, we’ve
on all counts,
heard people in Libby are gathering in
Before the trial started, journalism
the library” to read the blog. “People who
students wrote background stories on
are affected have a way to come to the
people involved in the trial, and what
courtroom without coming to Missoula,”
the case meant for people affected by
White said during the trial.
asbestos in Libby and elsewhere in
“That’s by far the most heartening to
the country where asbestos had been
me, that we’re offering a service to these
shipped. Law students wrote background
people.”
pieces on legal aspects of the case.
-Alaina Abbott and Stacy Gray

Meet Laura iBianco-Adams,
Director of Development
for the Journalism School
Editor's note: Last October, Laura
joined the UM Foundation as
I Director of
Develop
ment and
Alumni
Relations for
theJ-School.
Her respon
sibilities
also include
Develop
ment and
Alumni
I Relations on
behalf of UM for the entire east coast
region.

I am so honored to be working
with the dean, faculty, alumni and
friends of the School ofJournalism!
It has been a joy getting to know
them and to learn first-hand the
history, reputation and success of
theJ-School.
Before joining The University of
Montana Foundation, I served as
Development Officer for St. Patrick
Hospital and Health Foundation
here in Missoula. I worked closely
with the Foundation’s Board of
Directors, hospital administration,
volunteers and other hospital
employees. I managed all the
annual campaigns, special events,
newsletters, database integrity,
employee giving programs as well
as working with various depart
ments throughout the hospital on
special projects.
I have a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration
(Management emphasis) and a
Master of Business Administration
from UM. My family and I traveled
across the country and abroad
during my husband’s military career
before moving to Montana in
1995.”
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More than 160 color and B&W photos on display

University of Montana to host nation's largest display
of Pulitzer Prize photography starting this summer
The largest and most comprehensive
exhibition of Pulitzer Prize-winning
photographs ever shown in the United
States will open Aug. 7 at the Montana
Museum of Art & Culture and the
Gallery of Visual Arts at the University
of Montana.
“Capture the Moment: The Pulitzer
Prize Photographs” features more
than 160 color and black-and-white
photographs of some of the world’s
most memorable images from history,
politics, sports events and wartime.
The exhibition will be at the Paxson and
Meloy galleries, in the Performing Arts
and Radio-Television Center, and at
the Gallery of Visual Arts, on the first
floor of the University’s Social Science
Building. It runs through Oct. 23.
The large-scale prints of the photo
graphs will be organized chronologically,
beginning in the Meloy Gallery, then
proceeding to the Paxson Gallery, and
ending with the most current images in
the Gallery of Visual Arts. Among other
events, the photographs show:
• Raising the American flag at Iwo
Jima, a picture by Joe Rosenthal in 1945
• Babe Ruth’s retirement in 1949, by
Nat Fein
• Jack Ruby shooting Lee Harvey
Oswald, by Robert H. Jackson in 1964
• A family’s joy in greeting a father
returning from a prisoner of war camp
in 1974
• The 9/11 attacks on the World
Trade Center towers in 2001.
The exhibition was developed by the
Newseum, an interactive news museum
in Washington, D.C., in association with
the Business of Entertainment Inc. in
New York City. Cyma Rubin is its curator.
UM sponsors include President George
M. Dennison, Executive Vice President
Jim Foley, Provost Royce Engstrom, the
Missoulian, Lee Foundation, Montana
Newspaper Association, Montana Public
Radio, College of Visual and Performing
Arts, the Journalism School and private
donors including John and Sue Talbot.

1945 Pulitzer Prize for Photography — U.S. Marines raise the American flag atop Mount
Suribachi on Iwo Jima in the South Pacific, Feb. 23, 1945. Photo by Joe Rosenthal, The
Associated Press.

MMAC will host the following exhibition events
5-8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 7: Opening reception. MMAC's Paxson and Meloy galleries
and Gallery of Visual Arts.

7 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 26: "The Moment of Impact,"award-winning documen
tary film that chronicles six Pulitzer Prize images. University Center Theater.
8 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 3: Michel duCille, a two-time Pulitzer winner and assistant
managing editor for photography for The Washington Post. He will speak as part of
the President's Lecture Series. Montana Theatre, PAR/TV Center.

7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 14: Second showing of the film "The Moment of Impact,"
preceded by a lecture by curator Cyma Rubin, president of the Business of
Entertainment. University Center Theater.
MMAC and Gallery of Visual Arts have extended hours during the exhibition:

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
There is no charge for admission. For more information, call 406-243-2019 or visit
MMAC's Web site: http://www.unnt.edu/montanamuseum.
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Jerry Brown bids farewell to DAH and academia,
now enjoys country lifestyle as 'deep southern boy'

Retiring Dean Jerry Brown couldn’t
leave without a few last words.
“I’ll miss the people for sure,” Brown
said as he made his farewells when
he retired at the end of fall semester.
“They’re open, honest and, particularly
in the J-School, give more than average.”
During his tenure as dean of the
school, which began in 1999 after more
than 20 years at Auburn, Brown gave
his all to build the new building the
program calls home. But Brown doesn’t
take credit for Don Anderson Hall or
any of the J-School’s other accomplish
ments that occurred under his guidance.
He stepped down as dean in 2007 and
taught two semesters before deciding to
retire.

“Everybody did all this. I can’t take
credit for any of this myself,” he said.
Brown said he was also proud of the
J-School. “I still believe this is the best
place to study journalism in the country,”
he said. Students have “access to the
corridors of power” that’s hard to find
elsewhere and the school functions like a
“teaching hospital” as a result.
The average student doesn’t get
that kind of experience, said Brown.
“[Students] live under bell jars," but the
unique atmosphere of Montana politics
and the encouragement of J-School
professors helps get students out into
the fray. “Inspiration trumps instruc
tion,” he said.
That inspiration has helped students
from the J-School win numerous awards,
which Brown said he uses to feed his
own vanity. Still, Brown considers the
fundraising work to build the new
journalism building his greatest accom
plishment.
“We had a period of good fortune,”
he said, noting that trying to raise the
money in the current economic climate
would be difficult. But Brown said the
donors gave their support because of
the reputation of the UM J-School and
their belief in the future of the program,
which continues to flourish despite the
changes in the news media.

Jerry and caddy Don Oliver celebrate DAH.

Though he may miss the school,
Brown said he couldn’t see himself
staying any longer. “I did what I was
hired to do. It’s an appropriate time for
me to move on,” said Brown, adding that
if he stayed, he’d only get roped into
more of the things he doesn’t like to do.
“I won’t miss the meetings,” he said.
Brown has a few projects that will
keep him busy after settling into
retirement in North Carolina, including
a manuscript for a book about part of
his family history and a new vegetable
garden for his yard, Brown said that he
looked forward to writing the history.
“Investigative reporting in reverse, that’s
essentially what history is,” he said.
He also said he’ll use his extra time
to write, hunt and fish, like the “deep
southern boy” that he is.

Outgoing Dean Brown welcomes incoming Dean Peggy Kuhr during Don Anderson Hall dedication ceremonies in 2007. Gov. Brian
Schweitzer (far left). Sue Talbot, Don Anderson's daughter (far right), and a host of journalism dignitaries indicate their approval.
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Dean Stone night: students harvest
$100k, Grinde scholarship created

Owen Grinde's daughter, Marilyn Dues,
with Dean Peggy Kuhr

Journalism students received more
than $100,000 in scholarships at the
52nd Dean Stone Awards Banquet on
April 17.
Jack Womack of CNN delivered
the Dean Stone Lecture the previous
evening. He and several of the school’s
donors and friends joined faculty, staff,
students and parents for the celebration.
This past year, a new scholarship was
created: the Owen Grinde Memorial
Scholarship, created in honor of Mr.
Grinde, class of 1938. Owen Grinde,
a newspaperman, served in the Navy
and then worked for Montana Power
Co., where he became advertising and
publicity director.
His daughter, Marilyn Dues, came to
Missoula to award the inaugural Grinde
scholarship.
Thanks to all of you who help support
our students with scholarships.

Ngujs

Judith Morgan '60
selected for 2008
UM Distinguished

Alumni Award

Hey. there's same soup on my bird]
J-School alumnus Nate Schweber ’01
was covering a story for The New York
Times this spring, when he wound up
with a personal story as well.
The Times had sent him to upstate
New York to cover a story about a man
who had entered an immigrant assis
tance center and opened fire, killing
several people.
After gathering information and
interviewing sources Schweber retreated
to a diner to grab lunch, make phone
calls and type his story. Here’s what
happened next:
“I was typing furiously on my
MacBook while holding my phone to
my ear with my shoulder so I could talk
to the reporter I was working with," he
wrote. “Suddenly something went wham!
right next to my head. A split second
later there was a splat! on my table.
“I jumped from shock and. my
computer tumbled from my lap to the
floor. I looked down and saw a dead bird
lying on its back in my bowl of chili,

its feet stuck straight up in the air. It
was a beautiful black songbird with red
spots and feathers edged with peacock
green. The sucker had slammed into the
window, ricocheted off and crash landed
in my lunch.”
He said his first thought was that
the bird was dead and, with a deadline
looming, he’d better get his business
done with the reporter on the phone.
“A minute later the bird started
kicking its feet,” he added. “It wriggled
out of the bowl and shook itself off,
spraying me and all my belongings with
chili. It flapped around the table, sending
beans and feathers flying (all while I
tried to have a serious conversation with
a reporter).
“Finally, a lady ran up, grabbed the
bird in cupped hands and pushed it out
the door. It flew away. I will say, that was
the first time in my life I ever sent a meal
I ordered back to the kitchen.
“Waiter? There’s a fly in my soup?
Brother, have I got a story for you.”

Judith Blakely Morgan was one
of three recipients of a University
of Montana 2008 Distinguished
Alumni Award at Homecoming
ceremonies fall semester.
A member of the School
of Journalism’s class of 1960,
Morgan, best known for her award
winning travel columns, enjoyed a
successful career during which she
was syndicated in several hundred
newspapers for 30 years. Morgan’s
writing also appeared in National
Geographic, Travel & Leisure,
Sports Illustrated and other
national magazines.
With her husband, Neil Morgan,
she co-authored a biography of
Dr. Seuss called “Dr. Seuss & Mr.
Geisel,” which was named a New
York Times Notable Book in 1995.
“One of the loveliest things
about journalism is it’s so much
more than a profession,” said
Morgan. “It’s a way of life."

"7
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Jeff Cole Distinguished Lecturer

ProPublica editor says hard work,
fearless ethics are keys to success
Former Wall Street Journal managing
editor Paul Steiger delivered the first Jeff
Cole Distinguished Lecture at the School
of Journalism in March.
Steiger, who is now editor of the
online investigative news service

Print & Web news veteran Paul Steiger

ProPublica, was Cole’s boss when he was
killed in an airplane crash in 2001. Cole,
a 1985 alumnus, was aeronautics editor
at the Journal.
Steiger’s speech was titled “Finding
the New Jeff Coles: Journalism’s Future
in the Internet Era." During the course
of the lecture, Steiger remembered
his former employee and friend, and
addressed the changing state of the
industry Cole left his mark on.
"Newspapers are not the same as they
were in 1965 or even 2005,” said Steiger.
Maria Cole established this new
lecture series to honor her late husband
and his remarkable career. Eight years
ago she also established the Jeff Cole
Memorial Scholarship, which has been
sponsored by many of their personal and
professional friends.
Steiger related his broad experience
to the audience through a mixture of
insight and anecdotes about his and
Cole’s time in the field. Their career
paths were closely related. Both began as
reporters - Steiger at the San Francisco

8

bureau of The Wall Street Journal and
Cole at the Missoulian - before climbing
the ranks through'several other papers
to the Journal in New York City.
At the Wall Street Journal, Cole’s
energy and integrity eventually landed
him the position of aeronautics editor.
Steiger remembered Cole fondly and
spoke of his strengths as a journalist,
traits Steiger said remain in high
demand in die rapidly changing industry.
“He was tough and competitive
but totally fair,” said Steiger, who said
Cole’s credibility, likeability and tenacity
earned him privileged information from
sources others would fail to crack.
In a meeting with students at the
journalism school, Steiger encouraged
them to consider the way the Butte-bom
Cole carried himself from both an ethical
and practical perspective. “He got stories
before anyone else, and they were always
right,” said Steiger.
But he put die aspiring journalists
at ease when he said, “To me, the most
important attribute is to not be afraid to
ask a dumb question.”
Steiger said that online non-profit
news models are a necessary move for
the industry, if not a solution to all
that ails it. ProPublica, a non-profit
corporation, received a major multi-year
commitment from the Sandler Founda
tion, and has received other philan
thropic contributions at well.
In addition to using its $10 million
annual budget to fund its own investi
gative reporting, ProPublica works to
find and follow up on quality stories
produced by different news outiets, said
Steiger. ProPublica’s work can be seen at
the Web site: propublica.org
Closing his public lecture, Steiger
thanked the university for inviting
him, as well as for educating his former
employee and friend.
“This school has already produced one
Jeff Cole,” said Steiger. “I look forward to
meeting the next one.”
-Will Freihofer

R-TV acquires new
high-definition
digital video gear
This spring, the R-TV department
began using high-definition digital
cameras to shoot video in the field.
Twelve new cameras - along with
tripods, light kits, microphones, cards
and batteries - cost nearly $10,000 each.
Money for the upgrade came from a
grant from the State of Montana and a
donation from the family of R-TV alum
Eric Allen ’08.
“We’re thankful to the Allens and
to the state,” said R-TV department
chairman Ray Ekness. “Right now we’re
on the cutting edge and we hope to stay
that way.”
New Sony EXI cameras don’t require
a tape like older Sony DV cameras.
Footage is recorded on the camera’s
memory cards, then transferred to
external hard drives purchased by
students. The HD cameras are being
used by juniors and seniors in the R-TV
professional program classes.
Ekness is pleased that programming
the school produces for PBS will now be
in digital high-definition.
“We’re a little ahead of the curve
right now,” said Ekness. “We hope we’re
continuing to prepare students for the
real world.”
-Justin Woodbum

Caitlin Mallory shoots with new HD camera
for R-TV student documentary, "Unspoken."

R-TV students thrive on latest

equipment & software available
(see next page)

U-UJORLD

Professors Ray Ekness & Denise Dowling
(above) combine their experience, teaching
skills and latest video and audio technology

to offer R-TV students professional-grade
production and broadcast training. And they
seem to have lots of fun doing it.

Photos by
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“Were a little ahead
of the curve right now."
Ray Ekness, R-TV Department Chair
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National Magazine Award winner

2009 Pollner Professor to teach
in-depth writing, advise Kaimin
squire magazine writer-at-large
and two-time National Maga
zine Award winner Chris Jones
will be the 2009 T. Anthony Pollner
Distinguished Professor at the School of
Journalism.
Jones won the 2009 National
Magazine Award for Feature Writing for
his story “The Things That Carried Him,”
about the return of the body of a dead
soldier from Iraq. He had previously
won the award for his story “Home,”
about three astronauts stranded on the
space station when the shuttle Columbia
exploded.
His work has also appeared in Best
American Magazine Writing and Best
American Sports Writing.
At UM Jones will teach a course in
narrative non-fiction writing and will
serve as a mentor for students at the
Montana Kaimin. He’ll also deliver a
public lecture in October.
The T. Anthony Pollner professorship
was created by the family and friends
of Anthony Pollner, who graduated in
1999. He died in an accident in 2001.
The professorship brings a top-notch
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There will always be

a place for really good

stories. People have

been storytelling,

regardless of the

technology, since the
dawn of time.
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2009 Pollner Professor Chris Jones

professional to the school each fall
semester. Jones will be the ninth Pollner
professor.
In an interview with student Will
Freihofer for the school’s Web page,
Jones said students should look toward
long-form journalism as a way to help
survive in an unsettled job market.
“If we’re talking about covering a
news event quickly, the Internet is going
to win every time," he said. “But if you’re
talking about doing a long, in-depth
story, the Internet is rarely going to
win.” Jones said magazines will still be a
place for in-depth writing.
“Ultimately, you want an editor or a
reader or your mom to say, ‘That was a
really good story,’ and I think there will
always be a place for really good stories,”
he said. “People have been storytelling,
regardless of the technology, since the
dawn of time."
His interview was picked up by the
media blog Romenesko, which is hosted
by the Poynter Institute.

Students target
Montana issues
In a political season marked by
promises of change, “Montana Journal:
The Unlikely Candidates,” profiled six
Montana candidates who offered an
alternative to mainstream politics. All
faced long odds of winning one of the
2008 statewide offices last November,
but all the candidates said it was impor
tant that they run.
The show featured two major party
candidates, Republican Bob Kelleher of
Butte, a candidate for U.S. Senate who
was a surprise winner in the Republican
primary, and Democrat John Driscoll of
Helena, a candidate for U.S. Representa
tive. The program also profiled Liber
tarian candidates Mike Fellows, Stan
Jones and Donald Eisenmenger, as well
as Constitution Party candidate Sieglinde
Sharbono. All of the candidates lost in
the general election.
The program aired on MontanaPBS.
“Montana Journal,” produced by Radio
Television Department seniors, is in
its 11th year. The instructor was John
Twiggs, an adjunct instructor and award
winning MontanaPBS producer.

Producer Noel Pederson and direc
tor Breanna Roy led the 2009 student
documentary team in this year's project,
"Unspoken: Voices of Suicide in Montana,"
featuring stories from survivors, friends
and family of those who have taken their
own lives. Through multiple interviews,
people speak out about suicide in Mon
tana, its underlying causes and prevention
efforts, hoping to spark a larger discussion
on the issue.
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News

R-TV alum gets first general's star

Brig, General Colleen McGuire 79

R-TV alumna Colleen McGuire was
commissioned a brigadier general on Dec. 5
by Gen. George Casey, Army Chief of Staff, at
a ceremony in the Pentagon. Her daughter,
Margaret, pinned the star on her uniform.
A Missoulian story about the commis
sioning said she is one of fewer than a dozen
female generals serving in the Army and
she’s among the top three percent of all
those serving in the Army. She was promoted
from lieutenant to captain in 1983, to major
in 1991 and to colonel in 2002.
McGuire graduated in 1979 after
working as a videographer for KECI-TV. “I
got commissioned (ROTC) and so I went to
Germany, because I wanted to see Europe,”
she told Missoulian reporter Kim Briggeman.
“My intent was to come back somewhere on

the East Coast to break into the broadcasting
market. Things led to things, and I ended up
going West instead and stayed in the Army.”
She was in Somalia in 1993-94 as a public
affairs officer and was later the first female
commandant of the Army’s maximum
security prison at Fort Leavenworth. For
18 months in 2006-07 she was provost
marshal in Baghdad, guiding “anything and
everything to do with military police and law
enforcement,” she told Briggeman.
Since January 2008 she has served as
Director of the Senior Leader Development
Office, in the office of the Chief of Staff of
the Army at the Pentagon. She also heads
the Army’s Suicide Prevention Task Force.
She bought 40 acres near Helmville and
plans to retire to Montana in a few years.

Based on book by Professor Clem Work

J-School adjunct produces sedition documentary
revealing witch hunt for 'un-American' Montanans
n the spring of 1917, when the U.S.
Congress declared war on Germany,
patriotic fervor swept the country.
In Montana, that fervor sparked book
burnings and star-spangled parades
throughout the state. But with the
patriotism came a witch hunt to root out
“un-American” Montanans. A docu
mentary produced by the UM School
of Journalism chronicles the stories of
blue-collar Montanans who fell victim
to that witch hunt, and the restrictions
placed on their freedom of speech.
Jailed For Their Words: When Free
Speech Died in Wartime America”
is based on J-School professor Clem
Work s 2005 book, “Darkest Before
Dawn: Sedition and Free Speech in
the American West,” which tracks the
use of Montana’s 1918 Sedition Act
to punish anyone seen as pro-German
or anti-American. A total of 79
Montanans were convicted under the
Sedition Act and either jailed or fined.
Bringing the story to film meant
trimming some of die historical
characters in Work’s book. “Making
film is a reductive process,” he said.

I

For the documentary, it meant cutting
people like District Court Judge George
BOurquin, who had dared to stand up to
the “super-patriots.”
“I bled every time that happened, but
it’s a different art form,” Work said.
For Work, the book was part of a
larger campaign to undo the damage
done by the sedition law. In 2005, Work
and UM Law Professor Jeff Renz formed
the Montana Sedition Project. On May
3, 2006, assisted by journalism and law
students, Work and Renz secured legal
pardons for 78 victims of the sedition

law (one had been pardoned in 1921).
Grant and Debbie Schermer of
Missoula gave a major donation that
financed most of the documentary’s
production costs. It was produced
and directed by Gita Saedi Kiely, of
West of Kin productions, an adjunct
journalism instructor. Saedi Kiely had
earned acclaim for her past produc
tions, including “The New Americans,” a
three-part, seven-hour PBS documentary
about five families immigrating to the
United States. She said she was drawn
to the story of the sedition convicts
because of its relationship with the
present.
“I was really interested in the
story, the timelessness of it, the
human elements, the connections it
has to our post 9/11 culture,” Saedi
Kiely said. “It is an important piece
of Montana and American history,
and by keeping it alive I think it helps
us gain perspective of society’s own
failings today.”
Saedi Kiely arid Work hope to
distribute the film nationally.
Photo: chadharder.com
-Lucas Hamilton
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Students and alums finish strong at Emmys
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Brooke Fox'02, Amanda Ferrucci'09, Associate Professor Denise Dowling and Jordan Caskey‘03 found lots
to smile about at the Regional Emmy Awards banquet in Snolqualmie, Wash., last summer.

Students in UM’s Radio-Television Depart
ment took home an Emmy Award for a television
story on a company that makes dog sleds and
harnesses.
Dan Boyce, Russ Curry and Amanda
Ferrucci won the student Emmy in the NewsShort Form category for their piece on Adanac, a
sled making business based in Olney, Montana.
The story was part of a program called “Business:
Made in Montana” which aired on MontanaPBS in
August 2008.
Ferrucci attended the ceremony at the
Snoqualmie (Wash.) Casino and Resort on May
30 to accept the award on behalf of the team.
UM student projects also were nominated in the
other student categories, News-Long Form and
Entertainment.
Jordan Caskey '03 an R-TV
graduate working in Spokane, received
two Emmy awards for his work.
Caskey won the Emmy for news
photography, going up against nomi
nees from Seattle and Portland. He
also took home a statue in the Sports/
Feature category.

UM R-TV Alum Chris Allard won an Emmy
in the Sports-One Time Special category for his
photography on a program titled “Niehaus: My
First Trip to Cooperstown.” Allard works for Fox
Sports Net in Seattle.
UM faculty members were nominated for their
work on the 2008 elections. Associate professor
Denise Dowling and adjunct professor John
Twiggs were nominated in the Politics/Govern
ment Program category.
UM junior Ashley Korslien was also honored
at the black tie ceremony as one of NATAS-Northwest’s scholarship winners. Korslien was selected
from a dozen applicants to receive the award for
outstanding potential in broadcast journalism.
The 46th annual northwest regional Emmy
awards are given to recognize outstanding
achievements in broadcasting and as
an incentive for the continued pursuit
of excellence for those working in
the broadcast industry. The awards
seek to focus public attention on
outstanding cultural, educational,
technological, entertainment, and
news achievements in broadcasting.

Student

Alumni compete
in Craney Awards
UM students and adjunct faculty
were the sole finalists in all the non
commercial broadcast categories in
the E.B. Craney Awards presented at
the Montana Broadcasters Association
convention in June.
Finalists for non-commercial radio
program of the year were R-TV adjunct
Sally Mauk and 2007 graduate Emilio
Ritter for their work on KUFM, and to
the R-TV classes of 2009 and 2010 for
Footbridge Forum, which airs on KBGA.
In the category of non-commercial
television program of the year, the 2008
student documentary, “Dear Mom,"
won first place. “Business: Made in
Montana” made the finals but didn’t win
an award. It has been a popular feature
with Montana’s KUFM audiences. It was
produced by the R-TV class of 2009.
Radio newscast of the year finalist
was junior Jeanette McDonald. Her
report aired on KMPT, Missoula.
R-TV alumni won several Craney
awards for their work airing on Montana
television and radio stations.

Auuords

Editorial writer and photojournalist
take firsts at SPJ's Mark of Excellence
J-School students scored three
Liam Scholey and Breanna Roy in
national championships and two
television sports reporting for their
national finalists in The SPJ National
piece, “Overcoming Obstacles,” and print
Mark of Excellence Awards in 2009.
sophomore Roman Stubbs in sports
National winners included 2008
writing for his Kaimin story on basket
graduate Jessica Mayrer for edito
ball teams in the Montana State Prison,
rial writing, senior Tess McEnroe for
“Playing for keeps in Deer Lodge.”
breaking news photography and the
The awards will be presented at the
R-TV student documentary unit for
SPJ National Convention in Indianapolis
television in-depth reporting.
in August.
Mayrer s win came from three edito
This year, student journalists
rials published in the Montana Kaimin.
submitted more than 3,600 entries in 39
McEnroe shot her photograph, “Nepali
categories. National winners and finalProtest” (see p. 16), when she
ists were previously recognized by
SOCIETY OF
found herself witnessing a
PROFESSIONAL
receiving first place in one of the
JOURNALISTS
skirmish in Nepal’s capital.
g SPJ’s 12 regional competitions.
And the student documentary
' Each first place regional winner
“Dear Mom” was the winning
advanced to the national compe
entry for R-TV seniors. (Story
tition.
on front page.)
UM had 14 first-place winners
National finalists were
® in the regional competition.

Ekness and students
win at BEA nationals
R-TV Associate Professor Ray Ekness
won Best of Festival and four J-School
students won national awards from the
Broadcast Education Association in the
2008 competition.
Dan Boyce and Stacy Gray won
second place in the TV Sports Reporting
category for their piece “Dirt Boarding."
Breanna Roy won second place
in the Best TV News Anchor category
for her work at MontanaPBS. Ashley
Korslien took third place for Radio
Hard News Reporting for a report on the
Missoula Food Bank.
Ekness won the Best of Competition
and Best of Festival award for his feature
reporting on the television program
Backroads of Montana.” The segment
was called “Farrier Glen Johnshoy” and
featured a Montana man who shoes
horses'.

Print student Chris
D'Angelo ponders a
chunk of vermiculite
in this photo by Dan
Doherty. Both were
part of a J-school photo
team that converged
on Libby in conjunction
with student cover
age of the recent W. R.
Grace trial in Missoula
(story on p. 4).

15

UITl

School

op

<JouRNAi_ism

J-students bring home
Top-lOs in nationwide
Hearst competition

The J-School’s print and
broadcast programs both
earned top 10 finishes
in the Hearst Collegiate Journalism Awards, competing
during the 2008-2009 academic year against 110 accredited
journalism schools nationwide.
The R-TV program finished seventh nationally after three
students placed in the top 20 in radio and television hard
news reporting. The print program finished in eighth place
nationally.

Print reporters cover state and local news
The highest finisher this year was print junior Kimball
Bennion, who won second place in the spot news category
for his keenly evocative story about the aftermath of a
plane crash in Butte that killed 14 people. Strong showings
in feature writing by Kaimin reporter Roman Stubbs and
2008 graduate Murphy Woodhouse and in sports writing
by students from the Native News Honors class helped
the print students place in the top 10 in the year-long
competition.
“I knew that by the time it would run, people would
already know” about what had happened, Bennion
said about his plane crash story. “So I tried to look at it
from another perspective, hoping that people would be
wondering what it felt like to be in Butte on a day like that.”
Bennion said he treated the story carefully, striving for a
balance between the news event and the lives impacted.

Radio-TV broadcasters involved in community
In the past two years the UM’s R-TV department finished
out of the top 10 in the national Hearst Awards Competi
tion. But a strong showing in the second round of awards
this year assured that it wouldn’t happen again.
Junior broadcast major Ashley Korslien led the group
with a 10th place finish in the radio division. One of the
stories in her winning submission aired on KUFM and dealt
with the Missoula Food Bank's dwindling donations during
tough economic times.
Korslien volunteers at the Food Bank and was gratified
when her story prompted calls of concern from
community members.
“I think places like that get overlooked,” she
said. “Just the thought that I could make some
what of a difference is amazing.”
The other top 20 finisher in the radio division
was junior broadcast major Will Brooks Brooks
finished 15th with an entry on the homeless

IS

community in Missoula,
which aired on KBG A as
part of the Footbridge
Forum class. He spent more than 10 hours in the river
thickets off the Kim Williams Trail in a tent city inter
viewing homeless people. He discovered that one man was
living in a tent so he could afford to pay child support, and
he helped another man do his laundry in the river.
“I guess I told stories of everyday people living their
everyday lives in an interesting way,” Brooks said.
Breanna Roy, a senior broadcast major, rounded out
the top 20 with an 18th place finish in the video hard news
category. Two of her stories aired on KPAX as part of the
morning UM News segment.
One of the stories profiled a UM student on the tennis
team who was involved in a car accident her sophomore
year that killed her friend and forced doctors to amputate
one of her legs. Less than a year later she began competing
in triathlons and eventually competed in the World Xtera
Triathlon in Hawaii.

Kaimin and Native News writers finish strong
Like R-TV, the J-School’s print program is a perennially high
finisher in the Hearst Awards. The 8th place finish this year was
made possible by a strong showing in both feature and sports
writing.
Sophomore Roman Stubbs took 11th place in feature
writing for his story in the Kaimin about basketball at the
Montana State Prison. He interviewed inmates and the
current and former prison wardens.
Woodhouse’s story, written for the 2008 Native News
class, was about an Indian who is one of the few Native
Americans to make a living guiding on the Big Horn River
on the Crow Reservation.
Mike Gerrity came in 13th place and Kaylee Porter
placed 17th out of 87 entries with stories developed for the
2008 Native News honors class, which examined the role of
sports on Montana’s Indian reservations.
Porter said, “Native News is probably the most stressful
thing I’ve done in my entire life, but also the most grati
fying. I liked just learning about another culture
and it really helped me develop in-depth writing
skills."
Porter focused on a Fort Belknap Reserva
tion bareback-horse-relay racing team, while
Gerrity reported on the most popular reser
vation sport, basketball, at the Rocky Boy’s
Reservation.

Student

SPJ Mark of Excellence award

Tess McEnroe wins nationwide first

Tess McEnroe tops country's best with photo "Nepali Protest" - see SPJ story on p. 15.

Awards

Former Kaimin editor
named in U-Wire's top
100 college journalists
Bill Oram, 2008-09 Kaimin editor,
was selected as one of the country’s top
100 college journalists by U-Wire.
“No surprise,” said Kaimin adviser
Carol Van Valkenburg, “as I think he’s
won more national awards than any
student I can remember.”
Oram is now covering sports as a
J-School intern at The Washington Post.
U-Wire is a community-driven service
devoted to the needs of student journal
ists. It provides a forum where aspiring
journalists can discuss work opportuni
ties and exchange ideas and information
on trends and technology.
The U-Wire 100 were selected from
more than 825 nominations - repre
senting students from more than 135
schools - submitted by professionals,
students and educators.

Rollo Scott's series on "Economic hardship in the Philippines" won a first place in the Regional SPJ competition.
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Obits
T. Elaine Almos, a 1955 alumna, died July 26, 2008, in San
Diego. She spent her early career working in advertising and
public relations and later working with youth.
She was born Oct. 21,1933, in Hingham and was reared
in Havre, graduating from Havre High School in 1951. She
attended Northern Montana College for two years before

coming to UM.
After graduation she began work for the Christian Board of
PubUcations in St. Louis and then took a job as assistant editor
of Bemis Brothers Bag Co. While in St. Louis she was president
of the Theta Sigma Phi chapter and program chairman for the
Industrial Press Association of Greater St. Louis. In 1959 she
moved to Seattle, where she was editor of What’s Brewing &
Rainier News for the Sick’s Rainier Brewing Co.
After moving to San Diego she worked for the San Diego
County Probation Department and later the San Diego Youth
and Community Services agency, from which she retired.
She is survived by her partner of 48 years, Fran Frazee, of
Hillcrest, Calif.
Kenneth Bruce Kizer, 89, who was part of a Pulitzer Prize
winning team at the Salt Lake Telegram in 1957, died Oct. 19,
2008, in Lynwood, Wash.
While working in Salt Lake, he helped cover the midair colli
sion in 1956 of a TWA Super Constellation and a United DC-7
over the Grand Canyon. The death toll was 128, which at the
time was the highest in aviation history. UM graduates Bob
Blair ’46 and Robert Alkire ’53 were also among contributors
to the Pulitzer team.
Mr. Kizer was bom in Tacoma, Wash., and attended
schools in Centralia, Wash., and Missoula. He graduated from
the J-School in 1941. He served in the Navy as an athletic
specialist, was commissioned an ensign in 1943 and saw duty
as a gunnery officer in the Navy’s armed guard, commanding
gun crews on commercial cargo carriers in both the European
and Pacific theaters. He was discharged in 1945 and was
recalled during the Korean War, serving at the Great Lakes
Naval Training Center near Chicago as a public relations officer.
He married Mary Dianich of Ramsay, Mich., in 1952.
Before moving to Salt Lake, Mr. Kizer worked for the
Birmingham News and Age-Herald. He later worked in corpo
rate public relations at Burroughs in Detroit, and RCA in New
York City and Cherry Hill, N.J. In 1966, he joined Purdue
University News Service in West Lafayette, retiring in 1986.
Among survivors are his wife, in Edmonds, Wash., three
sons and a daughter. A son, Jeff, died in 1975.

Deirdre Hathhorn Eitel, 45, chief photographer at the
Bozeman Chronicle, died Oct. 31, 2008, on a trailhead on the
west side of the Bridger Mountains near Bozeman. The cause
of death was suicide.
Ms. Eitel, who graduated from the J-School in 1991, worked

as a photographer for the Salt Lake Tribune before moving to
Bozeman to take the Chronicle job, which she held for 13 years.
She also had a freelance and wedding and portrait photography
business and her photographs were published widely, including
in the L.A. Times, Boston Globe, Washington Post and London
Daily Mail. She had won a number of photojournalism awards.
She was especially interested in people who were often
overlooked. A news story about her death said she was instru
mental in a project the Chronicle did in 2007 on the area’s
homeless, and also took three trips to Afghanistan and Paki
stan to document the work of the Bozeman-based Central Asia
Institute, which builds schools in remote mountain regions of
those countries.
She was a devoted cross-country runner and had been a
member of UM’s cross country team while in school.
Survivors include husband, Tom, and children Morgan, 11,
and Pipi, 8.
Beverly Keig Everett, died Sept. 21,2007. She graduated
from UM in 1949.
Ms. Everett was bom Oct. 20,1927, in Anaconda and
graduated from Anaconda High School in 1945. She attended
the University of Minnesota for two years before transferring
to UM. She married Harold G. Everett, who was a construction
engineer for Continental Oil at the time of their marriage.
They lived in Spokane, where they reared their children, and
later moved to Bellevue.
Ms. Everett earned a master’s degree in communications
from the University of Washington in 1970 and took a job as
marketing research manager for the Seattle Post Intelligencer.
Ronnie R. Hayes, who received his master’s degree from UM
in 1982, died Jan. 26,2009, in Boise. He spent most of his
career as an award-winning high school journalism teacher.
Mr. Hayes was bom March 8,1938, in Wichita, Kan.,
and graduated from Boise High School in 1956. He earned a
bachelor’s degree from Idaho State University in 1962 and was
the fifth generation in his family to become a teacher, spending
most of his career at Lewiston High School.
He taught journalism, English, history and photography
from 1962 until 1985 at LHS. His obituary stated that he
created one of the most successful high school journalism
programs in the nation and was awarded Journalism Teacher
of the Year in 1969 and 1973. The school paper, the Bengals
Purr, won national awards 14 consecutive years in a row under
his teaching and was the only high school newspaper in the
country ever to win the award from Columbia Press more than
10 consecutive years.
Mr. Hayes taught journalism workshops throughout the
country and pioneered using cartoons to motivate and teach
students the dynamics and structure of grammar and of jour
nalism. The Purr continued to win awards and receive national

Obituaries

attention for 23 years until 1985, when Mr. Hayes left LHS and
returned to Boise to be. near his family. He continued to teach
in Boise until he retired in 2003.
He is survived by two sons and a daughter.
Donna Hoover Metcalf, a 1935 J-School graduate who was
awarded a Distinguished Alumna Award in 1998, died Jan. 22
in Fredericksburg, Va. She was 95.
The widow of longtime U.S. Sen. Lee Metcalf, she spent
many years dividing her time between Washington, D.C., and
Helena, all the while working tirelessly on wilderness issues.
She was bom March 20,1913, in Wallace, Idaho, the
daughter of the late Albert W. Hoover and Ruth Wheeler.
After her graduation in 1935 she worked for a short time as
a secretary in the journalism school and in 1938 married Lee
Metcalf of Stevensville.
While he served in World War II she was a civilian employee
at the Hanford Military Reservation in Washington. Lee
Metcalf was elected to the U.S. House in 1953 and the Senate
in I960, where he served until his death in 1978.
According to a Lee Capitol Bureau story, Ms. Metcalf was
interested in historic preservation and renovated historic
family homes in Washington, in Annapolis, Md., and in
Helena. Her passion, however, was wilderness preservation,
a cause she promoted in the 30 years following her husbands
death. The Lee story stated that she was a longtime member
of the Wilderness Society, founded and chaired the Forever
Wild Endowment, and served on the board of the Northern
Rockies Action Group. She also was a trustee for many years
of the Ruth Mott Foundation, which assists nonprofit groups
involved in health, environment, national security and the
arts. In Montana she served for a decade on the state Judicial
Nominating Commission.
The Metcalfs’ son, former state Rep. Jerry Metcalf of
Helena, died in 1995. After his death, she continued her public
service work and helped establish the Jerry Metcalf Founda
tion to support the arts; history, historical preservation,
conservation, education and public health.

Bernice Schutrop Nelson, who was host of “Cooking with

Bernie” on Billings television, died from cancer on Oct. 12,
2008, in Billings. She received her journalism degree in 1957.
She was bom Sept. 13,1935, in Billings and graduated from
Billings Senior High School in 1953. At UM she pledged the
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. She met Tom Nelson at UM and
they married in the summer of 1956; he died in June 2008.
Ms. Nelson worked at a Billings radio station as a copy
writer, then wrote commercials for television before hosting
the cooking show.
When Professor Ed Dugan retired she wrote to him: "One
course you taught stands out because I dam near flunked it.
It was Radio Copy Writing. You said at the end of the course
you hoped I would never work at a radio station because they
certainly would need a lot of help if I were there. I started out
in radio and I’m still in it, writing copy. At times, KGHL feels
much like you did.”
She later became an advertising copywriter at Exclamation

Point advertising agency. Ms. Nelson helped her husband get
elected to the Montana House of Representatives, then worked
on the Montana State Senate staff. She also devoted herself to
restoration efforts for the Moss Mansion in Billings.
Among survivors are two sons.
Russell Robert Nielsen, 84, died Aug. 27, 2008, in Reno. A
1950 graduate, he worked most of his career for UPI.
Mr. Neilsen was bom May 21,1924, in Lake Benton, Minn.
His obituary noted that he spent his early years dodging
mosquitoes and tornadoes on his family farm, the first tornado
hitting the day after his birth. The family moved to Missoula
when he was in sixth grade and he graduated from Missoula
County High School. After graduation he enlisted in the
Marines, serving as a radio operator in the Pacific Theater and
attaining the rank of sergeant. He married classmate Patricia
Keil in 1950. Mr. Nielsen worked for UPI in Helena, Seattle,
Spokane and Reno. He was Nevada bureau chief for 35 years.
After retiring from UPI he was public affairs manager for
the Nevada Nuclear Waste Project Office, taught journalism
at University of Nevada-Reno, and was one of the founding
members of Silver Sage Manor Inc., a non-profit organization
that builds affordable housing for Nevada senior citizens.
Among survivors are his wife, a son and a daughter.
Van Roger Olsen, 75, former president of the U.S. Beet Sugar
Assn., died of lung cancer Dec. 25 at his home in Rockville, Md.
He was a 1958 graduate of the journalism school.
He was bom in 1933 in Sanish, N.D. He grew up in Sidney,
graduating from high school in 1951. He served in the Army
in 1954-55 as a food inspector in Hawaii, interrupting his
university education. After graduation he focused on politics
and in 1965 became chief of staff to Rep. Mark Andrews of
North Dakota. In 1975 he joined the U.S. Sugar Beet Assn. He
was appointed to the federal Agricultural Technical Advisory
Committee and helped negotiate several international trade
agreements, according to a Washington Post obituary. He also
was a founding member of a non-profit corporation that oper
ated a halfway house for recovering mental patients.
Survivors include his wife, Myrna Olsen of Rockville, and a
son and two daughters.
Richard Lafayette Smith, a 1952 graduate who worked in
advertising for 42 years, died Sept. 1,2008, in Arizona. He was
80.
He was bom Jan. 28,1928. After graduating from high
school in Minneapolis he attended the University of Minne
sota and Western State College of Colorado before coming to
UM. He was an associate editor of the Kaimin. After gradua
tion he worked for the Billings Commercial Club before moving
to Minneapolis in 1953 to begin his advertising career as a
production manager for Foulke Agency. He later worked for
Brown & Bigelow Marketing before opening his own agency,
Lafayette Advertising, which he operated for 17 years. He and
his wife, Diane Coughenour Smith, moved from Minnetonka,
Minn., to Tucson, Ariz., in 2000.
He is survived by his wife, two daughters and a son.
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Dick Buholz ’68 reports that he’s retired
and living in Sun Lakes, Ariz.

Michael Pantalione ’75 received the
National Soccer Coaches Association of
America /Adidas National Coach of the
Year award for the fifth time. His 2008
Yavapai College Soccer Team captured
its 7th NJCAA National Championship
with a perfect 26-0-0 record, marking
the first time in college soccer history a
men’s team achieved 26 wins in a single
season, at any level. The Roughriders
from Prescott, Ariz., are 443-29-13 in his
20-year career. Pantalione has the best

all-time winning percentage (.927) of any
collegiate men’s soccer coach.
Bryan Meyers ’71 is the owner of

Steve Harris ’77 is an account executive

Enskill.com and lives in Billings. He says,
“I specialize in onsite computer training
worldwide for the IBM i (iSeries, AS/400)
operating systems and languages. I’ve
published several textbooks and hundreds
of magazine articles on geeky computer
stuff that few people outside the industry
care about.”

at KPAX-TV in Missoula.

Randal E. Morger ’74 reports that he’s
living in Fort Benton, is retired and is “just

goofing off.”
Dale Faulken '75 has lived in England for

31 years and retired in 2004 after working
as a correspondent for Reuters in London.
Since his retirement, he spends about
five months a year on his olive farm in
southern Spain.
Dale says, “Ronda is in the mountains
but only a 30 minute drive to the Mediter
ranean sea so I can enjoy the beach or the
peaks. After living in Missoula I always
vowed to return to the mountains and
have been able to do so. The farm and
farmhouse keep me busy.” For anyone
interested renting in Spain, check it out
at: www.casahalconronda.com. Dale
still follows Griz football and basketball
games on the Internet. He says, “I was
at the 1975 Western Regional finals,
broadcasting for KYLT Radio for the game
between Montana and UCLA, which the
Griz lost 67 to 64. It still hurts. We was
robbed!”
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Moraine Byrne ’78 is a senior vice presi

dent of Covenant Retirement Commu
nities (it’s headquartered in Chicago,
Illinois, but she lives in Colorado) She’s
also the owner and CEO of Moraine Byrne
Associates and Spade Gnarly Goods, along
with her teenage son. They produce and
sell snowboard and skateboard products
and accessories. She’s been married to
Tim Byrne (also a UM grad) for 32 years.
She says “We love living back in the West
after spending years in the Midwest and
East Coast.”
Anne Ryan Gauer ’78 is a video
producer in Billings and is married to Jack
Gauer. She says she’s looking forward to
the Kappa Alpha "Iheta 100-year reunion
this year.
Pam Leigland Hofferber ’78 is the
program director at KTVQ-2 in Billings.

Jim Tracy '80 launched Apostrophe, a
full-color quarterly devoted to helping
people with developmental disabilities.
The theme, he says, is “Forget can’t and
don’t. We can and do.” He reports that
the magazine, started in July 2008 in
Anaconda, has a mailing list of 4,500 and
another 5,000 copies are distributed at
outlets across the state.
Tracy has been public affairs officer at
AWARE Inc., a statewide human services
organization, since June 2007. He and
his wife, Lee, former publishers of The
Philipsburg Mail weekly newspaper, have

four children, including a daughter,
Loretta, who is majoring in business and
economics at UM.
Joel Lundstad ’84 is news director at
KULR-TVin Billings.
Shane Bishop ’86 continues to work as a

national producer for Dateline NBC.
Verina Palmer Martin ’87 lives in

Creek, Ariz. She’s a freelance writer,
blogger, associate editor for the Mary Lou
Fulton College of Education at Arizona
State University, and is senior vice
president of the Valley of the Sun Chapter
Society of Professional Journalists. Verina
is married and has two kids.
Kevin Twidwell '87 says his life since
graduation has induded: 13 marathons,
four 50-mile races, seven 100-mile trail
runs, law school, wife and two kids, count
less depositions, briefs, hotels and beers.
And, he says, he thinks about journalism
every day.
Victor Chiazor ’88 works as a health

care specialist and union chief steward at
Kaiser Permanente Hospital in San Jose,
Calif. He has been there for seven years
and loves the weather in California.
Sue Reber Orr ’80 is living in Missoula
and is the mother of two kids. She say
she’s now trying to figure out how to run
her family’s video camera.

Laurel Staples ’88 is an anchor,
producer and reporter for KXLF-TV in
Butte.
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Dave Reese ’88 recently returned from
Iran, where he filmed a Web TV documen
tary and wrote an article for Montana
Living, a magazine for which he is the

editor.
Chris Pulis ’89 has been in Los Angeles

since completing an M.F.A. at UM in
1992. He’s vice president for production
operations for ReelzChannel Television
Network. He started with the company
in 2006 and was part of the team that
designed and built the tapeless facility —
the first of its kind for a cable network.
He’s also working as a consultant for
number of companies that are in the
venture capital stage of starting new
television networks.
Dave Kirkpatrick ’89 lives in Bow, N.H.,
with 5 year-old daughter Grace and his
wife, Tina, who is a doctor at Concord

Hospital. He says he spends his days
keeping track of Grace and volunteering
ait New Hampshire Audubon as a grant
writer. He also reports that he spends a
good deal of time chatting about the Red
Sox with Bill Platt, M.A. ’97 who works
at the Concord Monitor. Bill and his wife,
Paula, live in Hopkinton, N.H., with their
sons Nate and Will.

Dave Zelio ‘91 has been named assis

tant Sports editor for the Associated
Press’ central desk, based in Chicago.
Dave joined the AP in Helena in 1992.
He spent seven years working at the AP’s
national desk in New York, from 1996
to 2004, and was also bureau chief in
Denver.
Alumni Karen Coates ’93 and Jerry
Redfern '93, who freelance articles and
photos from their home in Thailand,
Were arrested in Burma and deported
this spring just hours after completing a
series of feature writing and photography
workshops organized by the American
Center in Yangon and approved by the
country’s censors. Karen arid Jerry were

ordered to board a train to Yangon, the
nation’s largest city, then escorted to the
airport for a flight to Bangkok. It was the
couple’s second sanctioned teaching trip
to Burma this year.
Eric Oleson ’91 worked at KTMF-TV in
Missoula after graduating until November
of 1992. He then joined the Army, went
to flight school and learned how to fly
UH60 Black Hawk helicopters. He has

been deployed to Haiti, Bosnia, Korea
twice and Iraq three times.
He holds the rank of Chief Warrant
Officer 4 and has been an instructor
pilot for the last decade. Eric is currently
stationed at Fort Rucker, Ala., with his
wife and two kids.
Julie Walker ’91 is the manager of

purchasing and facilities for APS Health
care in Missoula. She says, “I’m excited
and grateful to be back in Missoula for
the past six years after 14 years away.
Although I no longer work in RTV, the
project management and writing skills
learned at UM have taken me a long way
in my career."

After 11 years at a newspaper in Ogden,
Utah, Cheryl Buchta ’92 moved to
Washington, D.C., where her husband
has a job in the national office of the U.S.
Forest Service. She works at Platts, a
McGraw-Hill publication, as a natural gas
reporter and covers trading on the former
New York Mercantile Exchange, now
called the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
She says she hopes to retire soon and
return to the West to enjoy her 2-year-old
grandchild.
Tim Harrington ’92 lives in Billings and
works as operations manager for Commu
nity Seven Television. His wife, Sarah,
also works in television at Production
West, Inc. where they met while working
together. The couple has three kids—two
boys and a girl.

Debbie Park Battaglia ’93 is married
with two kids, Sierra and Braeden, living
in Spokane. She says she dabbled in radio
but really enjoys spending her days with
her children. “My daughter goes to school
with twins whose mom was a R-TV grad
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in ‘91, Lisa Fairbanks,” she says. “What
a small world!”
Bill Heisel ’94 is a business reporter for
the Los Angeles Times. Recently he’s been
covering the mortgage meltdown, housing
foreclosures and the banking crisis. Bill
and his wife, Jennifer Hieger, are parents
of Charlotte Ray Heisel, age 1.
Amanda (Watkins) Nicholoff ’95

married Kyle Nicholoff. She is a professor
of Television and Communications at
Central Wyoming College in Riverton,
Wyo.
Josh Sanz ’95 started his own video

production/ media relations company
after 15 years in TV news and one year at
Oregon Health arid Science University as
senior commmunication coordinator. He
recently worked/shot on several reality
TV shows, and produced a series of videos
for the Oregon Berry commission that
promotes Oregon berries.
Jon Kasper ’97 is the assistant commis

sioner for media relations at the Big Sky
Conference headquarters in Ogden, Utah.
Kasper oversees the media relations
department and is responsible for the
organization of the Big Sky’s publicity
efforts. Prior to his arrival at the Big Sky
in September of 2004, Kasper spent 10'
years as a sportswriter at the Missoulian,
where he was twice named Montana
Sportswriter of the Year by the National
Sportswriters and Sportscasters Associa
tion. Kasper married Mackenzie Hunter
of Ogden, Utah, in June 2008.

After graduating from the University of
Montana, Daniel Sheire ’97 moved to
Washington D.C., to intern with Voice Of
America. After successfully completing
the program he began his career at M-25
Productions as a producer/editor contrib
uting shows to the History Channel,
Discovery, the Military Channel and PBS.
Daniel also worked as a cameraman and
editor for Worldwide Television News.
In 2001, Daniel began working for the
National Geographic Channel’s “National
Geographic Today.”
He earned his first national Emmy
nomination in 2003 for the critically
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acclaimed “Vanishing Giants." In 2004,
Daniel began work at National Geographic
Television and Film where he continues
to contribute today. Daniel has won
four Cine Golden Eagles, a Humane
Society Genesis Award for best cable
documentary, two merit awards at the
International Wildlife Film Festival in
Missoula and has been nominated for two
national Emmy Awards in the categories
of Science and Nature and Outstanding
Achievement in a Craft: Editing. Daniel
lives in Kuala Lumpur, Malasyia, with his
wife of five years and two dogs.
Erica Curless ’98 began her new career
last October as a certified massage thera
pist for performance horses and dogs.
She calls her mobile business “Dog and
Pony Show,” a tribute to years of political
reporting, after she was laid off from The
Spokesman-Review with 25 others. (See
photo, p. 26.)

Tom Mullen ’98 and his brother Tim
are working on a screenplay for Columbia
Pictures that is an adaptation of Anthony

Moore’s novel, “The Swap.” The brothers
Mullen will soon direct a teen comedy
they wrote, "Deers and Beers,” which will
be produced by Montecito. Another of
their projects “One of the Guys," for 20th
Century Fox, will star Sandra Bullock.
In December Kortny Rolston left the
Idaho Falls Post Register for a job at Idaho
National Laboratory as a science writer/
public information officer for its new
Center for Advanced Energy Studies.
Lars Ole Breivik, M.A. ’99, has moved
from working for the Norwegian govern
ment to the private sector. He’s the
marketing manager for Nera Networks, a

husband Nate Heffter are parents of
2-year-old Ruby.
Garrison Courtney ’00 is the chief of
public affairs for the Drug Enforcement
Administration in Washington, D.C. He
manages media relations and public
affairs efforts for more than 212 domestic
and 96 foreign offices for the DEA. His
office is working on reality shows and
documentaries with SpikeTV, Reality TV,
A&E, Discovery, HBO and many other
outlets.
Garrison says, "I am married to Norine
Han, who was my television rival in
Oregon, and we have a 21/2 year-old son.
I still talk about my days in broadcast
journalism at UM and have crossed paths
in my work with many alums.”

Molly Moon Neitzel ’00 has opened
Molly Moon’s Homemade Ice Cream in
the Seattle suburb of Wallingford. It was
named one of the 10 best in the country
in the June 2009 issue of Bon Appetit.
Molly says she learned the trade while
working at the Big Dipper in college.
Neitzel is the former executive director of
Music for America, a nonprofit dedicated
to getting bands’ fens to vote.

Megan Cranston ’00 works in Denver
for Base2Studios as a post-production
supervisor for its agency and corporate
clients. She manages all editors and
designers, creates schedules, budgets and
hires freelancers and contractors. She
says, “Other than my job, life is good. I
have a cute little duplex in North Denver,
about 5 minutes from downtown and a
great dog named Sally.”
Ryan Divish ’00 is the Mariners beat
writer for the Tacoma News Tribune.

Norwegian telecom company headquar
tered in Bergen. They sell microwave radio
equipment from 25 offices worldwide.

Baltimore Sun reporter Kevin Van
Valkenburg ’00 was interviewed

Emily Phillips Heffter '00 covers
City Hall for the Seattle Times. She and

on MSNBC about his interview with
swimmer Michael Phelps, after Phelps’
marijuana-smoking incident. Just before
Kevin came on air, the network inter
viewed alum Erin Billings, who was
discussing President Obama’s economic
stimulus package. Erin is associate editor
at Roll Call. Kevin covered the Olympics
in Beijing and won third place in feature

writing and honorable mention in project
reporting from the Associated Press
Sports Editors.
Hilary Hutcheson ’00 started her
own outdoor and sports-focused public
relations agency called Outside Media
based in Columbia Falls. After working
in news in Missoula and Portland, she’s
happy to be back in Montana. She’s been
married to UM grad Shane Hutcheson for
11 years. They have two children, Ella, 6,
and Delaney, 5.

Matt Thompson ’00 received an MA
from the Jackson School of International
Studies at the University of Washington
in June. He studied in the Russian, East
European, and Central Asian Studies
Department and wrote his thesis on
nationalism in Bulgarian history text
books after 1989. Earlier this year, he
received a Boren Fellowship from the
National Security Education Program and
spent four months in Sofia, Bulgaria; He
also served two years in the Peace Corps.
Tracy Ann (Townsend) Mangold
’00 started a freelance writing/political

consulting business, Inky Twig LLC, in
July 2008. Having her own business
has allowed her to work from home
and care for 18 month-old daughter,
AnneShirley. Tracy is married to fellow
UM alumnus Jess Allan Mangold
(PharmD 2001). Jess is employed at
HealthOne, a long-term care phar
macy. They live in Combined Locks, Wise.
Tracy is also working on a book of fiction.
Gabriel Benjamin Terpe was bom to
Gordon ’00 and Brandie Terpe in
September in Missoula. Gordon is web
development director for UM Bookstore.
Jeremy Rauch ’00 and wife Amber have
been married for nine years and have a
1-year-old daughter, Lauren. They live in
Polson where Jeremy works as a salesman
for Frito Lay. He says “I am still an avid
Denver Bronco fan, I love to play golf,
pickup basketball and hunt for trophy
mule deer.”

Anthony Zuccarini ’01 continues to
work at the Missouri Department of
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Transportation as a community relations
specialist, coordinating the district’s
weekly newsletter, writing transportation
stories, assisting media and public inqui
ries, and serving as webmaster for the
districts Web site. He expects to receive a
master’s degree in human resources from
at William Woods University in Fulton,
Mo., in December. He has a son, Aden, 5.
Torry Bishop ’01 and his wife Lisa have
decided to move back to Missoula from
Portland. He’ll be starting work this
summer at DirectTV.
Nate Schweber ’01 writes: *Tm working
mainly as a stringer for the NY Times
doing reporting on breaking news like
homicides, fires, political scandals and

miraculous plane ditches.” He’s also
enjoying gigs along the East Coast with
his band, The New Heathens.
Christine Schuldheisz Romero ’01 is
an audio visual & public affairs specialist
for the USDA Forest Service, Northern
Region, Missoula. She says her job
involves producing documentaries and
educational videos for the agency and
providing audio visual support. She also
teaches media relations classes to Forest
Service employees and fire personnel.
Tamara Sternoff ’01 writes: After years

in New York City, “I moved back to Seattle
a little over a year ago and freelance,
mainly for CBS, when there’s a big story in
the area. I love the schedule for now. It’s
such a nice change of pace after being on
‘go’ for so long.”
Erik Olson is a business reporter for the

Daily News in Longview, Wash., a job he’s
held since October 2007. It’s his third
daily newspaper job since graduating in
2001:
Kathy Weher ’01 is a news anchor at

KULR-TV in Billings.
Josh Carstens ’02 sent in a note after

returning from a National Geographic
shoot in Ecuador. He’s president of
Dignity Pictures, a production company
focused on short, Internet-based docu
mentaries outside of Chicago. Their work

is linked with another family company,
the “Geo-Heritage Group,” a not-for-profit
organization. They are producing Digital
Travel Planners for Solimar International
and the National Geographic Sustainable
Tourism Division in Washington, D.C.
Their projects are funded by USAID,
the Nature Conservancy, and other local
organizations. They’ve done projects in
Alaska, Brazil, Croatia, Ecuador, and the
Dominican Republic.
Amanda Lodmell Jacobson '02 and
husband Doug announced the birth of a
sori Logan in the spring 2008. Amanda
worked at KTMF in broadcast marketing
but now is with human resources at St.
Patrick Hospital in Missoula.
Samantha Sharp Zoldak ’02 graduated
from the University of Nevada School of
Medicine in May 2009. She begins her
residency at the University of Wisconsin,
specializing in family medicine. Samantha
says she now faces a lifetime of people
misusing the word “nauseous.” Her email
is: samanthasharp@gmail.com.
Jessica Reichmann Hoppe ’03 has

been married for the past five years and
has one son, Jacob, 2. She says she’s
now a stay-at-home mom in Olympia,
Wash., while her husband is deployed to
Iraq until August. She also keeps her real
estate license active to keep her busy. She
says, “Hopefully one day I will find my
way back into news. I miss it just about
everyday!”
Jessie Childress McQuillan ‘03 directs

the new Montana Innocence Project,
which researches innocence claims of
convicts across the state. Professors
Dennis Swibold and Clem Work serve on
the board.
Lucas Tanglen ’03 is interning at the
Reporter’s Committee for Freedom of the
Press in Arlington, Va. He just completed
his first year at the University of Pitts
burgh law school. While at the J-School he
edited the Montana Freedom of Informa
tion Deskbook, for which he received
a national “Sunshine Award" from the
Society of Professional Journalists. He
has worked at the Milwaukee Journal
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Sentinel, the Spokesman-Review and the
Tribune-Review in Pittsburgh, as well as
his family newspaper, the Laurel Outlook.
This summer, Lance Johnson *03
will celebrate his fifth anniversary as a
photographer/reporter at KIVI-TV in
Boise. He says, “About half the time I’m a
straight photographer, the other half I’m
a one-man band. I’m only voicing pack
ages, not fronting them on air.” Lance is
engaged to the morning anchor at KIVI.
Evan Soderquist ’03 is getting married
ori Aug. 22. He says, “We were told that
August 22nd is the best day of the year
for weather; we’re probably doomed now!”
He finished an internship at Seattle sports
radio station KJR.
Nathaniel Cerf, M.A., ’03 was promoted

in November to "merchandising associate”
at DVDPlanet.com. “I’m running a multi
million dollar website dedicated to DVD
and Blu-ray sales,” he wrote. “The biggest
part of my job is writing professional
movie reviews for our blog and main
taining the blogging staff at http./Zblog.
dvdplanet.com/ It’s a kick in the pants,
even if I’ve strayed from the purer art of
newspapering.”
Matt Aurisy ’04 is enjoying surfing,
fresh mangoes and the beautiful weather
as the director of technology at La Paz
Community School in a little beach town
in the northwestern part of Costa Rica.
“I’ve been charged with creating a sustain
able technology program that not only
fits the school’s educational philosophies,
but also our very small budget. Turns out
when they say ‘non-profit,’ they mean it.”
Marci Krivonen ’04 is a host and
reporter for Aspen Public Radio in Aspen,
Colo. She’s worked on stories such as
the Democratic National Convention, a
bomb threat in Aspen that made national
news and oil and gas issues. This year, she
received an award for her work from the
Colorado Broadcaster’s Association.
Marina Mackrow ’04 is still freelancing

in sports production in the Seattle area.
She also had her first live producing job
doing the pre-game show for the Seattle
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Sounders. She said she was nervous but
excited for the chance.
Bryan Haines ’04 has been in Las Vegas

for the last five years working at UNLV as
an assistant sports information director.
He is married to Tricia Haines, an elemen
tary school teacher, and they have a son,
Connor, age 1.
Matt Mandell 04 and Ali VanFossen
Mandell ’04 are living in Helena. Matt
is a claims examiner for the Montana
State Fund. Ali is in marketing for Ashley
Furniture Home Store and Sleep City in
Montana and Washington.
Dustin Blanchet '05 married Leslie

Steinbeck on April 4. The couple honey
mooned in St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin
Islands. Working out of Tulsa, Dustin has
been freelancing for two years and started
his own company, Lightshed Produc
tions. He’s been shooting a few television
programs that air on ESPN2, Great
American Country and Fine Living.
Max Calise ’05 has put down his camera
as a news photographer and is now on the
desk as an assignment editor at KSTU-TV
in Salt Lake City. He says, "I miss being

out in the field, but from time to time
they let me out of the building.”
Aaron Carothers ’05 is an editor and
producer at Barrett Productions/InterMedia Outdoors in Missoula. He’s been
married to Darla for eight years. Aaron
says, “We have a beautiful baby girl named
Kesley Kay who’s 101/2 months old. She
is an absolute joy to have around, and
fortunately for her, she has her father’s
sense of humor. Although I love nothing
more then to spend time with my ladies,
I also have been getting back into playing
music. I grew up on a drum set; I’ll die a
happy man on one.”

Rapid City Journal reporter Kayla
Stewart Gahagan ’05 has been named
Outstanding Young Journalist for 2009 by
the South Dakota Newspaper Association.
She covers education for the paper. In an
e-mail to Professor Dennis Swibold she
said: “I often hear your voice in the back of
my head, pushing me to ask harder ques
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tions, write a better lede. I remember our
assignment to sit in on the city council
meeting and write a story by midnight —
terrifying, but I’m so glad you made us do
that. I walk into school board meetings
feeling confident that I can'Write the news
well when I walk out of there.”
Paola Cherzad ’05 has been a reporter at
KHQ-TV in Spokane since January 2007.
Christine Tutty Johnson ’05 is the
business development director for Eureka
Pellet Mills, Inc. "Tutty” was awarded
the Missoula Businesswomen’s Network
(MBN) Flying High Award in January
2009 and was named president-elect
of MBN in March. Christine and her
husband just started Johnsonwood Wood
Works, specializing in log mantles and
custom wood furniture and fixtures.

Sheri Beard Johnson ’05 is back in
school studying to become a registered
nurse. She had worked for two years at
KXLF-TV where she ran graphics and
audio tapes while directing and editing.

She married her high school sweetheart,
Derek Johnson, and lives in Butte.
Natalia Kolnik ’05 was awarded Coach
of the Year for Korea’s international
school’s forensics league. Natalia is a high
school teacher in speech and debate at
the Yongsan International School of Seoul
in South Korea. She’s has been in Korea
since she graduated and teaches students
from more than 40 countries. She says,
“Although I’m not in a radio or TV career
right now, I’m able to use those experi
ences daily. My coolness’ points (a.k.a.
credibility) as a teacher are definitely
doubled when I talk about my experiences
on-air in TV and radio.”

Angela Marshall ’05 is the anchor and
producer of Montana This Morning, a
morning news program broadcast on
KPAX-TV in Missoula. This summer,
she’ll celebrate five years with KPAX.
Beth Sahoe ’05 was married to Aaron
Gorder in June 2008 in Big Sky. She’s
been reporting in the Gallatin Valley for
three years and is anchor/producer of
Montana This Morning at KBZK-TV in

Bozeman. She says, “I’ve been on some
cool military-related stories—down to
Camp Pendleton for a series on Montana
Marines and also to Fort Dix with the
general of the Army National Guard to see
off a local unit deploying to Iraq.”
Reuben Void '05 is a creative service
producer for Max Media of Montana, ABC
23 in Missoula. He produces commercials
and does all the local tagging for five
stations statewide. He says, “The job is
fun and challenging, and it involves all
that I learned at that fine institution:
writing scripts, shooting, lighting, video
and sound editing. The best part is being
in charge of a project from start to finish,
blank piece of paper to a fully shot and
edited masterpiece.”
Jeff Windmueller ’05 became sports

editor at the Independent Record in
Helena in December. In March, he and
Sarah Swan-Windmueller ’07 had a
new little Griz fan, Caderyn James.
Colin Anderson '06 is an associate
producer at KXLY-TV in Spokane, working
on Good Morning Northwest, the
only Spokane morning newscast to be
nominated for a regional Emmy award in
markets sized 21 to 80.

Eric Segalstad MA ’06, has written and
published “The 27s: The Greatest Myth of
Rock & Roll,” which has gained national
attention and is close to selling out its
first press run. The book explores the lives
of 34 famous musicians who died at age
27. Segalstad spent three years working
on the book.
Andy Atkins ’06 is senior video editor/
photographer in the marketing depart
ment for Busch Entertainment Corp,

in Orlando. “I shoot, edit, animate and
Twitter! It’s awesome! Yesterday I shot a
turtle surgery, worked with killer whales,
hung out with penguins and helped
develop a ‘new media’ strategy for our
newest mega attraction,” Andy says.
Eli Bierwag ’06 reports: “In March
of 2008 my wife Melissa and I had our

daughter Carley. Most likely I mentioned
this in the Communique last year, but
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it is really still the news in my life.” He
works at Barrett Production in Missoula
handling post-production duties including
color correction, audio leveling and mix
down and mastering of all shows.
Heather Briggs 06 was recently hired
as the assistant casting director for a new
(and yet unnamed) studio show for MTV
in New York City. She says, “For the last
two years I’ve been working for MTV
in casting and as an associate producer.
It’s nice to be able to work in both areas
because I never know what show will need
someone in production or in casting.”
Kevin Farmer ’06 is a photojournalist

for KATU, the ABC affiliate in Portland.
He shoots, edits, covers live shots and
flies in the chopper for live coverage. He
has worked with UM alums Josh Sanz
and Thom Jensen in Portland.
Jed Gottleib, M.A. ’04 is music reporter
and feature writer for the Boston Herald.
Margaret Gainer ’06 is festival and

production coordinator for the Interna
tional Wildlife Film Festival in Missoula.
Courtney Hanson ’06 is morning and
noon news anchor at KTVQ-2 in Billings.
Sarah Hubbard '06 works for a group
of radio stations in the Four Corners area
doing sales with production and on-air
gigs on the side. She’s been with American

General Media since September 2007.
Elyse Hughes ’06 is the digital librarian
in the digital media services department

at Fox Business Network. “I started with
the Fox Business Network (FBN) when
they launched, and since then we’ve inte
grated the Fox News Channel. So I work
for both FBN and FNC now in this new
tapeless frontier,” Elyse said.
Brian McDermott MA ’06 teaches
multimedia journalism at the University

of Massachusetts. He also is doing
freelance photography.

Stan and his team won a regional Edward
R Murrow award for best radio station
Web site in Region 7. He says traffic to
the Web site is Up more than 30 percent
since he took over as manager. He says,
“Bosses are happy. Everyone is happy, but
that’s what happens when you graduate
from the UM School of Journalism."
Aaron Simtoh ’06 has been freelancing
in Seattle since he graduated. He reports,
“About eight months ago I started getting
enough work to quit my part-time serving
job, finally! I’ve been getting grip work
mostly, but in the recent months I’ve had
many opportunities running camera and
doing some video tech stuff. It’s been a
hard market to break into, but along with
Marina (Mackrow), Sarah (Lenoch),
we’ve represented UM quite well.”

After working for CNN International and
NBC in London, England, Leanne Clark
’07 is an assistant producer for Reuters.
She says, “I do some presenting too,
which is nice.” She says she’ll probably be
in London for a few more years because
her boyfriend is in law school there.
“The London life is a huge change from
Missoula and Canada, but I’ve adjusted,
arid really like it now,” she adds.
Ryan Coleman ’07 is a weather
anchor and news reporter at KPAX-TV
in Missoula. This year he received an
honorable mention for his reporting in
the Television News Enterprise category
of the annual Associated Press Awards
Competition.
Ryan is also a UM law student and
expects to enter a joint degree program
at UM to earn a master’s degree in
business administration along with his
law degree.
Maritsa Georgiou '07 works in Kalispell
as a producer, anchor and reporter for
KCFW-TV for the 6 p.m. news. Maritsa
and Gunnar Hamilton will be married in
August. Together, they built a house and
moved in last fall.
Will Moss ‘07 is happily tucked away

Stan Pillman ’06 is the Web content
manager at wbbm780.com for WBBM

Newsradio in his hometown of Chicago.

at the Ravalli Republic, surrounded by
the people and snow-covered mountains
he loves. Moss, who graduated from
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the photo program, says his duties have
shifted from staff photographer and
online guru to staff reporter.
Jeremy Pool ’07 works as an assistant
video director for the Jacksonville
Jaguars. His tasks include managing and
shooting all practices; the editing of game
and practice film while attaching stats to
video for coaches’ in-depth study. He says
he also sets up and maintains all video
equipment. On game day, he oversees the
operation of the still video prints for the
coaches on the sidelines. He says the job
includes weekly travel during the season
but ample time off during the off-season
as well as many perks.
Emilie Ritter ’07 is the capital bureau
chief for Montana Public Radio and
covered the 2009 Montana legislative
session in Helena. She reports, “As of
May 27th, I will have been in this position
for a year. I had the opportunity to cover
the Republican National Convention, the
61st MT Legislature, Pres. Obama’s visits
to the state and various VIP and military
stories. It’s been a great experience!”
Cortney (Fawthrop) See '07 and her
husband, Jacob, have been married a
year and live in Great Falls. “And if you’re
wondering, yes, Jacob is related to people
who started the See’s Candy Company,”
Cortney says. Cortney is attending MSUBillings online to get her master’s degree
in public relations. Cortney and Jacob’s
son Hudson is crawling all over the place.
Erin Yost ’07 works at Beartooth
NBC (KTVH). She was nominated for
weathercaster of the year by the Montana

Broadcasters Association in 2008 and
2009. She’s Working on her meteorology
degree. She lives in Helena with her
fiance Matt, their two dogs Knut and Bear
and their cat Mesa. Erin and Matt plan to
marry in July.
Brianne Burrowes '07 has been named
the Rising Star in Cornmunications by the
Council for Advancement and Support
of Education’s Northwest United States
and Western Canada region. She is
editor-in-chief of UM’s alumni magazine,
the Montanan. The award recognizes a
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young professional with three to five years
experience in the education professions.
Colorado native Kevin Hoffman 07
returned to the state as the new sports
reporter at The Mountain Mail in Salida,
Colo. Kevin graduated with a degree in
photojournalism and a Spanish minor.
After interning at Comcast Sports Net
Bay Area in San Francisco, Eric Allen ’08
started as a traffic coordinator. He says, “I
love CSN so much—the people, the work,
the environment—it suits me very well."
Jason Hendrickson ’08 is an assis
tant manager at two luxury apartment

complexes in Spokane. He also works at
a church. He’s getting married on July 25
to his girlfriend Whitney who’s attending
law school at Gonzaga.
Kerry McKay ’08 works at Grey San

Francisco, a global advertising agency.
She works in the media department
and purchases digital space and places
advertisements.
Ian Graham ’08 is a member of DeVille,

a band based in Washington, D.C. Ian is
the band’s guitar player.
Christina Newbill '08 is working in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. She says she’s still
holding on to high hopes but is happy to
have a job in a slow economy.

Mary Hudetz, who is finishing her
master’s degree, has taken an editing
job with the Associated Press Western
regional desk in Phoenix.

Megan Taylor ’08 works in the kitchen
at Thai Spicy and Blue Canyon restau
rants in Missoula. She hopes to attend
Cambridge Culinary School in Boston to
become a chef, and combine her broadcast
journalism degree and culinary skills as a
food critic or food program host on radio.
Alex Sakariassen ’08 took a reporting

job with the Missoula Independent in
March. He and 2009 graduate Sean
Breslin have a band, which they’ve dubbed
"Valkenberg.”
-30-
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Erica Curless '98 is now a massage therapist for performance horses.

Keep us posted
We like to get regular updates from alumni for Communique. For a new
listing or updates to Class Notes, please email us at iournalism@mso.umt .
edu or write us at Communique, School of Journalism, Don Anderson
Hall, University of Montana, Missoula* MT 59812.
For J-School news in between issues of Communique, check out our
Web site, where you'll find news about the school, events and alumni
updates. You can find it at: www.jour.umt.edu or umt.edu/iournalism.

As we publish new issues of Communique, we'll also add new class
notes to the Web page. We'll also archive old class notes for your refer
ence.
Finally, let us know if you'd like your email address included in your
class note. We won't add it unless you say so, but several alums tell
us they'd like to know how to communicate easily with other graduates.
-CVV
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We made it! New BA and MA graduates are all smiles following commencement ceremonies at Don Anderson Hall on May 16.
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